Elevation 10 Top Property Investment Tips

Whether you are about to buy your first investment property or already have a sizeable portfolio,
the following top property investment tips will help you to maximise the return on your
investment.

Property investment can be extremely lucrative, but it’s also a risky affair. Bad tenants, falling house
prices, and over-exposure can all leave you with significant debts to pay.
However, when you get it right, few investments are as rewarding as property, both in terms of
finances and the lifestyle it gives you.

So, without further ado, here are our top 10 property investment tips:

1.

Buy in ‘up and coming’ areas

Nothing creates increases in the value of a property than a surge in popularity of the area.
Even in declining national markets, certain pockets of the country often buck the trend and
continue to rise in value.
Predicting where these hotspots may be isn’t just about luck. Look for places where local
infrastructure or transport links are being improved, like Milton Keynes, for example, are likely to
see prices rise over the coming years.
Buying in an area that’s just started gaining in popularity can help to protect your long-term
investment.

2.

Don’t run before you can walk

Many property investors have failed by trying to go too big, too soon. Your first few investments
should be relatively ‘safe’ bets and straightforward to gain a return on.
Listed buildings, complete rebuilds, and multi-home developments are all best left until you have
some experience under your belt.
Even then, it’s always a good idea to take your time and consult with experts before rushing in and
finding yourself in above your head.

3.

Budget carefully

Successful property investment is all about getting your finances right. If you’re not a numbers
person then either bring someone in to help you who is, or learn to become one.
Before buying a property, you’ll need to budget for everything you need to spend. That’s legal
fees, utility bills, labour, materials, every cost you can think of that you might incur. It’s also good
practice to build in a contingency fund too for those unexpected costs.
You’ll also need to work out your potential ROI (Return on Investment) if you sell the property and
calulate your expected yield (use our online calculator) if you intend on renting out the property.

4.

Use your head at auctions

This is one of the top property investment tips you’ll have heard countless times if you’re a fan of
the TV show Homes Under The Hammer.
Auctions are dangerous places where your emotions can take over and spend money on properties
you have never even looked at!
Make sure when you head to an auction you’ve already viewed the property, checked the budget,
read the legal pack, and come up with a maximum price you are prepared to pay for the property.
Then, stick to it!

5.

Maximise available space

Once you’ve bought a property, you need to make sure you’re making the best use of all the
available space in order to maximise your returns.
If the family bathroom is larger than it needs to be, look at whether it could be made smaller and
some of the space turned into an en-suite, or extra bedroom space, to increase the value of the
home.
Is it worth adding an extension to create a larger living area or additional bedroom? Could the
cupboard under the stairs be turned into a downstairs toilet?
There are often lots of ways you can improve the way space is being used in a property if you look
carefully. The trick is to only carry out the changes that will actually add value to the property.

6.

Talk to local property experts

This is a really important property investment tip, especially if you are new to property investment
or unfamiliar with the area you are buying in.
When there’s a gap in your knowledge, don’t be too proud to admit it and seek the advice of an
expert.
Elevation and other property investors will often be able to give you an insight as to how good an
opportunity the property you’ve found really is. Just be aware that if you speak to the agent who
is selling the property, they have a vested interest in finding a buyer!

7.

Find the best mortgage rates

If you are buying a property using a bridging loan or buy-to-let mortgage, shop around to ensure you
are getting the best rate.
It’s always worth using a mortgage advisor (we recommend Mortgage Light in Milton Keynes) as
they may have access to rates not available to you if you go direct.
The key is to do your own research and speak to an advisor and see who can come up with the
best deal.

8.

Spread your risk

A healthy property portfolio is a diverse one. As with most investments, spreading your risk is one of
the best things you can do to protect your capital.
Flats are often the simplest and most profitable way to buy your first few properties, but there
comes a time when you should be ensuring you have a good spread of different property types.
A portfolio with a mixture of flats, houses, HMOs and student properties spread across different
areas, perhaps even different countries, should be the ultimate aim of any property investor who
wants long-term security.

9.

Get a good property accountant

For any business, a good accountant isn’t simply someone who can keep your books in order and file
your returns on time. A good accountant is someone who can help you run your business in the
most tax-efficient manner, maximising your profits.
A good accountant who specialises in helping property investors is, therefore, an absolute must.
They may cost a little more but will usually save you more money than they cost you.
With ever-changing laws and taxation rules, being able to trust that your accountant has you
covered allows you more time to focus on growing your portfolio.

10.

Build a network of good tradespeople

As you complete more and more property renovations, you’ll naturally start building up a large
network of tradespeople you can rely on to do a good job at a fair price.
This means that over time, revamping a tired property runs quicker, and often more smoothly,
than the first few you carry out.
Be sure to always pay good tradespeople promptly and look after them well and you’ll be rewarded
on future projects.
So, that completes our list of 10 top property investment tips to help you grow your portfolio. Once
you have a property or are ready to look for a property be sure to contact Jonathan Blye our New
Business adviser who will help you maximise your ROI.
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